
2017
A Luminous Year



In 2017, we began programming 

in Step Up’s second newest city, 

had a number of star-studded 

engagements, dipped into data, 

and empowered more teens and 

women! We couldn’t have done it 

without your commitment  

to mentorship and empowering 

teen girls to be confident, college-

bound, career-focused and ready 

to join the next generation of 

professional women.



Step Up went  
to Atlanta

In 2017, we brought Step Up to a 

new city when we piloted after-

school programming in Atlanta.  

Step Up reached girls in 9th and 10th 

grades in four partner high schools. 

Growth into the Atlanta community 

gave way to meeting women  

with a passion for mentorship  

and teens with a passion for  

college and career!



Coach x Step Up

In 2017, we partnered with the 

Coach Foundation to surprise Step 

Up teens in Los Angeles with an 

exclusive mentoring experience with 

Selena Gomez.

“I have a mantra for myself that  
I want to share with Step Up teens— 

’Love yourself first.’ You all can be more,  
so never give up on your dreams. I am so 
grateful to have met you and you’re truly  

an inspiration to me and my friends  
at the Coach Foundation.”

—Selena Gomez



Stacy’s Pita  
Chips x Step Up

In 2017, snacking took on a whole 

new meaning. On International 

Women’s Day (March 8), Stacy’s 

Pita Chips encouraged people to 

register to receive one of eight 

girl power inspired limited-edition 

exclusively designed chip bags. For 

every person that registered, Stacy’s 

Pita Chips donated $10 to Step Up, 

up to $100,000!



Step Up Geeked  
Out on Data

Quality was the focus of 2017 in the world 
of teen programs data. The 2016-2017 

school year saw investment in the first ever 
data strategist on staff, and partnership 
with the Strategic Data Project at the 

Center for Education Policy Research at 
Harvard. We refined the program evaluation 

framework and implemented new data 
collection and analysis tools. Facilitators on 

staff met or exceeded quality objectives, 
and teens end of year outcomes met goals 
in all targeted areas, indicating the quality 

of our curriculum implementation.



Step Up Honored the 
Cast of ABC’s Black-ish

In 2017, we honored the cast of Black-
ish at Step Up’s 14th annual Inspiration 
Awards presented by Coach. The award 

was presented by Los Angeles Board 
Member and ABC Network President 

Channing Dungey.

“As someone who is a senior and is graduating 
this year, I am so inspired by the many peers of 

mine that are committed to going to college 
because I know how insane it can be...I’m so 

excited to see what we do together. 

—Yara Shahidi of ABC’s black-ish,  
Inspiration Awards honoree



NBC’s Hoda Kotb 
Emceed Step Up’s 6th 

Annual Power Hour 
presented by Coach

In 2017, Step Up honored teen 

Serena and mentorship champion 

Linda Yaccarino, chairman of 

advertising sales and client 

partnerships, NBCUniversal, with the 

help of Hoda Kotb, host of the fourth 

hour of NBC’s “TODAY.”



Chicago’s Culinary 
Community Rallies 
to Support Step Up 

Mentorship
More than 20 of Chicago’s top  

eateries, including 9 helmed by women, 
came together to help Step Up raise  

more than $350,000 at its annual  
Shine & Dine event. The evening  

also honored alumna Natalie Avila ‘16  
who is pursuing dual degrees in  

physics and anthropology  
at Coe College. 



Step Up Raised  
More than $100K 

during Mentorship 
Matters Month

With the help of supporters, 

mentors and the Coach Foundation, 

Step Up raised $130,000  

to help fund mentorship and  

after-school programs.



Step Up Got Woke at 
the Teen Vogue Summit
Step Up was honored to partner with Teen 
Vogue on its first-ever Teen Vogue Summit 

on the selection process for Summit 
scholarship winners. Step Up CEO Jenni 
Luke and three Step Up teens sat on a 
panel to select 50 attendees to receive 
a scholarship which enabled travel and 

participation at the Summit all expenses 
paid. Step Up teens in Los Angeles were 
given the opportunity to attend, which 

included hearing Hillary Clinton interviewed 
by Yara Shahidi! Our friends at Coach 

made sure their style was extra with bright 
backpacks and scarves.



Step Up Offers More than 
2500 Hours of Mentorship 

Programming During 
School Year 2017

School Year ‘17 By the Numbers

1,521 total girls enrolled 

23 school partners

1,008 professional women who served  
as mentors

117 seniors enrolled

100% of seniors who graduated high school

100% of seniors who were accepted to college

27 seniors placed in summer internships  
through Step Up

22 Pathways to Professions field trips offered

514 girls paired with mentors at  
1-day mentoring conferences

2,515.5 total hours of mentorship  
programming offered



PARTNERS



$1,000,000+
Coach Foundation

$250,000+
Benefit Cosmetics

$75,000+
ArcelorMittal
Dermstore

Foot Locker
Frito-Lay

Oath
The Plum Spring Foundation

$50,000+
AOL Charitable Foundation

Good American, LLC
Howard Hughes

The Container Store
U.S. Bank

$25,000+
Allstate

AT&T
C’est Moi

IPG Media Brands
MJK Family Foundation

NBCUniversal
Sergey Brin Family Foundation

Skylight Foundation
Terri & Verne Holoubeck Foundation

The Eva Longoria Foundation
The John Buck Co Foundation

Ulta, Inc.

$10,000+
21st Century Fox

Accenture
Active International

AIG
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

BuzzFeed
CSP Family Foundation

Dallas Women’s Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP

Exelon
Extima Inc.

GE Foundation
Group M

Horizon Media
Hudson Gray
IT Cosmetics

Jewish Community Foundation of LA
Kargo

Ketchum
KPMG

Living Proof
Marie Keese Lelash Foundation

Mark & Lynda Coffman
Marketo

MediaLink

PARTNERS



MediaMonks
Michael Stars

M Design
Neuberger Berman Foundation

Omnicom
Pepsico Foundation
Quest Foundation

Samsung
Tarte

The Walt Disney Foundation
Tiara International

Tivo
Toofaced Cosmetics

Vayner Media

$5,000+
CHRIS ROCK ENTERPRISES

Cintas Corporation
Civic USA

ComEd

Creative Artists Agency
Danielle Sanchez-Witzel & Don Witzel

Flavor Unit
FreeWheel TV
Gifted Taste

Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan & Baum
Hulu

Media Temple
MillerCoors

Neal Gerber Eisenberg LLP
Olgetree Deakins

Panda Express, Inc
PNC

Protiviti, Inc.
Publicis

PWC
S&P Global

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Southwest Airlines Co.

Standard  Motor Products

T.J. MAXX
The Louis B And Joan M Perry  Foundation

The Luetkemeyer Jr Family Fnd, Inc.
Trunk Club

United Talent Agency
Vedder Price

Vox Media
WSM Foundation

Young Women’s Leadership Network

$2,500+
Joan Kupersmith Larkin

Jones Lange LaSalle
Joules Ltd.

Lifeway
MediaMath

Mercedes-Benz Financial Services
Molly Luetkemeyer

White Horse Pictures
Yext

PARTNERS
CONTINUED



LEADERSHIP



NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIR Sara Holoubek, CEO, Luminary Labs

CO-VICE CHAIR Diane Holland, global chief financial officer, POSSIBLE
CO-VICE CHAIR Barri Rafferty, CEO North America and partner, Ketchum

TREASURER Leslie E. DeHoff, partner, EY
SECRETARY Shayna Cook, attorney & partner, Goldman Ismail LLP

Marnie Kain Cacossa, EVP, Grey Group
Margaret Coady, executive director, Coach Foundation and Corporate Social Responsibility, Coach, Inc.

Erin M. Collins, managing director, KPMG LLP
Angela Elbert, partner, Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg, LLP

Heather Foster, VP, Finn Partners
Todd Kahn, president and chief administrative officer, Coach Inc.

Kaye Popofsky Kramer, founder, Step Up
Keli Lee, EVP, talent and casting, ABC Entertainment Group

Sara Link, head of Citizen AOL, president, AOL Charitable Foundation
Jenni Luke, CEO, Step Up

 Kelley Schadt, director of marketing, The Container Store
Wendi Sturgis, EVP, Sales and Service, Yext

Marcy Twete, director, ArcelorMittal Foundation



SUPPORTERS
$5,000+

Donald Allman
Willow Bay

Lesley Grossblatt
Living Proof

Mark & Lynda Coffman
Nicolas Chartier

Pamela Faleti
Sara Holoubek

Tarte
Walton Isaacson

$2,500+
Angela Elbert

Anthony Anderson
Catherine Mayone

Cecelia Largura
Channing Dungey
Christine DeMott

Donna Cocke
Erin Crawford
Kristen Prinz
Kelly Hanker

Lifeway
Mary Luetkemeyer

Megan Wolfe
Naomi Despres

Robyn Bowland
Sarah Sugarman

Tara Crimin
Tara Simon

Wendi C. Sturgis

$1,000+
Alison Deyette
Alison Phillips
Allison Keller

Amanda Conlon
Amanda Silverman

Aneysha Pearce
Angela Batterson

April Storms
Arla Lach

Athena Avella
Barbara A. Marcus

Bennett Day School
Beth Cofsky

Beth Sturgeon
Blair Rich

Bonnie Crowe
Brittany Hveem
Brooke Smith

Caity Hunt
Beth Spurgeon

Carmelita Jeter
Carolyn Bernstein
Carolyn Blessing

Celina Blanks
Cindy Sobel

Conutry Manor
Courtney Valenti

Daisy Hutton
Dana Hall

Daniella Peters
Danielle Garcia
Danielle Snider
Dennis Svilar

Diana Zabadneh
Diane Holland

Elizabeth Naftali
Elizabeth O’Connor

Ellen Stoner
Emma Neff
Erica Geil

Gabriella Santaniello
Gauri Chawla

Herbert & Gertrude Halverstadt 
Fnd.

Jackson & Elizabeth Stromberg
James Kloiber
Jana Werner

Jeanne Elfant Festa
Jennifer Blair

Jennifer Incorvaia
Jerome Bailey

Jessica McLaughlin
Jessica Merino

Jessicca DeBruin
Jill Chammas
JL Pomeroy

Joan Kupersmith Larkin
Jones Lange LaSalle
Joseph Gendelman

Judith Greffin
Julie Langdon

Kathleen Entwistle
Kathleen Marryat

Kathryn Ford
Kathryn Mcnamara
Katrina Craigwell

Kelly Allison
Kelly Pasterick

Kenneth A. Abrams Charitable 
Fnd

Kimberly Burgan
Kimberly Schwartz

Kimberly Scott
Kinnari Patel

Kiran Pinto
Kristin Burr

Lauren Graham
Leila Shin

Lela Johnson
Leslie Sukhinder Singh Cassidy
Lewis Greenwood Foundation

Lezlie Wheeler
Linda Butterfield
Lindsey Clarke

Ling Chan
Linor Vaknin
Mara Hitner
Marcy Twete

Marietta Daniel
Martha Wilson

Mary Smith
Matthew Greiner

Maureen Pike
Megan Greenfield
Meghan Sporleder

Melanie Barr
Michelle DeMott

MILCK
Nancy Carell

Otis & Rosie Brown Foundation
Patrick Gillean



SUPPORTERS

Peggy Green
Philline Parlan
Piera Gelardi

Pooja Omeara
Prity Goel

Rachel Begun
Ryan Guzzo
Sally Drexler
Sarah Lien
Sarah Shaw
Scott Kohn
Senta Metz

Seyfarth Shaw Charitable 
Foundation

Shannon Cavanagh
Shayna Cook
Shelby Parnes

Stacee Hasenblag
Stephen Idoux
Sumitra Patel

Susan Goodenow
Susan Marshall

Susanna Felleman
Suzanne Lerner

Todd Kahn
Torrey Littlejohn

Tracey Ingle
Tracey Mitchel Lai
Trisha Gonzalez

Veronica Dedegbe
Vicky Lynn Edgecombe

$500+
Abby Wolf-Weiss

Alicia Driskill
Alma Vasques
Altaria Citron

Alyssa Goldman
Amelia Brown

Amy Hand
Arlene Marechal

Barry Masek
Bill Block

Barry Masek
Bill Block

Bridget Biagas
Bridget Fonda
Bridget Hansen
Brooke Baldwin
Cameron Smith
Carly Barnette
Carrie Nedrow

Charlotte Geletka
Chris Bender

Christen Mahlmeister
Christina Dent
Claire Telling

Claudine Britz
Colleen Jones

Cristina Lambert
Dawn Jackson Blatner

Delena Spann
Denica Gordon-Mandel

Deshawn Schneider
Dinah McLean
Eileen Dordek

Elizabeth Spurgeon
Elizabeth Watters

Ellen Rogin
Ellen Strauss
Erika Green
Erin Collins
Erin Shea

Gaude Paez
Gerald McDowell

Gina Judge
Ginger Sherak

Heather Nelson

Jacqueline Waters
Jamie Gutfreund

Jean Cole
Jennifer Traff

Jessica D. Murray
Jessica Gilbert
Jeff Clanagan
Judith Meguire
Judy Jackson
Julie Solomon

Karin Gunderson
Karla Morales

Katherine Mahlberg
Katherine Toll

Kathleen Lemmon
Kathry Brtko

Kathryn Burian
Kathy Okrzesi
Kayla Griffin

Kemisola Yusuf
Kendra Scott

Kenneth A. Abrams Charitable 
Fnd

Kimberly Withee
Kristoffer Haines

Laura Wasser

Kevin Columbus
Lidija Wilgram
Linda Sweet

Lizbeth Kohler
Lori Day

Lourdes Cintron
Madeleine Von Frommer

Madeline Delianides
Mara Mulfeld

Margaret Rowe
Marie Calabrese

Marie Giraud
Mary Jane McCart
Matthew Werner
Melissa DeLizia
Melissa Leffin

Monica Davidson
Monica Klunk

Nancy Ann & David Heilbron
Nicole Durham

Nina Tepper
Owen Hayes
Pamela Jobe

Patricia Golembiewski
Paula Rodgers
Phil Thakadiyil

CONTINUED



SUPPORTERS

Priscilla Sperling
Randall Vickery

Robert & Diane Lee
Robert Gersh

Robert Milligan
Rosemarie Lanard

Sally Horchow
Sarah Engel

Sarah Gorvitz
Ranvir Trehan

Sharon Hampton
Sheehan Putman

Tara Frank
Tarek Ismail
Teresa Riggs

Tina Marie Feil
Violet Sistovaris

Walter Coyle
Wendy Betts

$250+
Aida Montoya
Aimee Helfand
Alaine Balsamo

Alethea Hannemann
Alexander Fetter

Alexandra Spellman
Alicia Kreisman
Alison Fethke
Alison Monk
Alissa Zito

Alyson Marmur
Amanda Bobel
Amanda Crew
Amanda Daflos
Amy Johnson
Amy Shulman
Andrea Molina
Andrea Scharff

Andrew Meinnert
Angela Wright
Anna Kowalski

Anne Board
Anne Koutsky

Anne Turk
Annette Lilly

Annie Lim
Anona Shugart

Anthony Eddinton
Anthony Skrocki
April Giannosa
Ashely Jacons

Ashley Alson
Barbara Adler

Bo Pan
Bobbi Acord Noland

Bobbi Walters
Bonni Walters

Candace Mueller
Cardiff Loy

Carl Waldekranz
Carol Moore

Carolyn Gorman
Catherine Chen
Chantelle Siegel
Charlene Paez
Chitra Mojtabai

Chrisitne Cikowski
Christina Davis

Christina Espinosa
Christine Cikowski

Christine Listro
Christine Mather

Christine Palkovic
Christine Tully

Christopher Franchino
Christy Shaw
Cindy Kuzma

Cindy Sobel
Claire Pettibone
Colleen Morino

Cynthia Lundgren
Daisy Hutton
Dan Frandsen

Dana Hall
Dana Kibler

Darlene Kaplan
Darryl Cohen
Deborah Bade
Debra Forman

Demetria Graves
Diana Rayzman
Dr. Linda Toth
Elishia Holmes
Elizabeth Netto
Elizabeth Perry
Ellen Friedman
Emily Maggiora
Emily Masalski

Emily Sisel
Erin Hill

Esther Bak
Fatemeh Mashouf

Felicia Olson

Frances Pennington
Gail Bernstein

George Marchelos
Gilsten McCrary

Grady Olsen
Hayley Phelan
Heather Collins

Heidi Boos
Helene Wasserman

Hollis Heath
Hope Bertram

Isabell Von Alvenselben
Jackie Perez

Jamie Thompson
Jane Buckingham
Janice Eribaum

Janus Foundation
Jarcy Zee

Jean Laughlin
Jeff Schueler
Jeffery Black

Jeffery Palmer
Jennifer Goldman

Jessica Butler
Jessica Cole

Jessica Staheli

CONTINUED



SUPPORTERS

Jill Draper
Jill Jacobs-Vella

Jill Manning
Jilleen Stelding
Joanna Foyle

Joanna Schwartz
Julie Hermelin
Julie Jacobs

Julie Schwarz
Julie Spira

Kaleen Lemmon
Kan Devnani
Karen Biazar

Karen Blackwell
Karen Ranquist
Karla Baumler

Katayoun Rezai
Kate Phillips
Kate Swann

Katherine Bell
Katherine Hagman

Kathleen Davenport
Kathryn Arnold
Kathryn Brtko
Kathryn Corley
Kathryn Schutz

Katie & Kevin O’Meara

Kerry Onken
Kimbeth Judge

Kristina Kalinauskas
Laura Kaufman
Laura London
Lauren Scherr
Laurie Spivak
Leah Johnson
Lesli Jennings
Lia Saeteurn
Lilian Kemp

Limor Diamant
Lisa Ehrhart

Lisa Hamilton
Lisa Jaimovich

Lisa Kahn
Lisa Olson

Lisette Gavina Lopez
Lissette Gutierrez
Lorraine Waller
Lorrie Bartlett
Mandy Walis

Maresa Pullman
Marc Cohen

Margaret Coady
Margaret Walsh
Mariana Filippelli

Maricar Diaz Intal
Marina Cohn

Marisa Russell
Marissa De Jesus Lat

Mark Swearingen
Mary Jacobsone

Mary Jo Viero
Mary Mapes
Mary Nayar

Matthew Brody
Maya Brenner

Megan McCann
Meghan Van Pelt

Melissa Rogal
Meredith Pierce
Micheal Leone
Michele Gustin

Michelle Cooley-Strickland
Michelle Mastroianni Roach

Michelle Risley
Michelle Trout
Mike Nguyen
Minal Patel

Nadia Papagiannis
Nancy Tordai
Naomi Scott

Natalie Hughes

Nazli Defazio
Nicole Brown
Nicole Stein

Niija Kuyendall
Oluwatoyin Adeyemi

Patricia Neuwirth
Patrick Maher
Paula Moritz
Piera Gelardi
Piper Ingram

Polly Ho
Preeya Hughes

Priscilla Anderson
Rachel Bimbaum

Rachel Pennington
Rachel Upshaw
Rachelle Brooks

Ram Trehan
Randy Nornes
Rebecca Dunn
Rita Davenport

Robin Hafitz
Robin Westrom Tardy

S. Nazarian Mobin
Sam Sameni
Samie Falvey
Sandi Isaacs

Sara Casey
Sara Cecchini
Sarah Aubrey

Seema Chandane
Shanna Weiss
Shari Wenker

Sharon Phillips
Shawn Bullen

Shirley Bloomfield
Souk Supantavong

Stephanie Goldsmith
Stephanie Marckel

Susan Hood
Susan O’Connor

Suzanne Bettman
Taguhi Grajyan

Tara From
Vicky Edgecombe

Vivek Shah
Virginia Bensinger

Wayne Walters
Wonderlyn Parker

Youngmi Nash
Yvonne King

Zan Ludlum Reynolds

CONTINUED



NATIONAL

Jenni Luke, chief executive officer

Angie Franchino, chief of staff

Venus Devnani McClelland, chief operating officer

Alissa Zito, vp, communications

Jessica Champness, vp, development

Whitney Allgood, Ph.D, national director, teen programs

Allison Leanos, national senior manager, communications

Nickie Acero, national manager, data strategy, teen programs

Brianna Williams, national manager, finance + operations

Cleopatra LaMothe, national manager, teen programs

Katherine Sutton, organizational services coordinator

Summer Peet, executive assistant

STAFF



STAFF
CONTINUED

ATLANTA
Ann McMikel, executive director

Katrina Reed, teen programs manager
Audrey Prim, teen programs facilitator

LaJoi Royston, teen programs facilitator

DALLAS
Cordelia Tullous, managing director

Raven Jones, teen programs manager
Danielle Hedke, teen programs facilitator

Margaret Humphrey, teen programs facilitator

CHICAGO
Cassandra Gaddo, executive director 

Michelle Mirzoian, director of development 
Kia Whitney, senior teen programs manager 

Tiera Diaz, teen programs manager 
Jessica Smith, program manager, development + events

Aledia Evans, manager, individual giving + external relations 
Jane Baron, teen programs facilitator
Nya Brooks, teen programs facilitator 

Tydra McLaren, teen programs facilitator 
Grace Dickman, teen programs facilitator 
Benita Brown, teen programs facilitator 

Brittney Thomas, teen programs facilitator 
Oletha Styles, teen programs facilitator



STAFF
CONTINUED

LOS ANGELES
Jamie Kogan, interim executive director  

Amanda Pesqueira, manager, development + events
Lubna Hindi, manager, individual giving + external relations

Ariana Ceballos, teen programs manager
Paula Kashtan, teen programs manager

Adriana Gonzalez, teen programs facilitator
Jennifer Hernandez, teen programs facilitator
Mariela Hernandez, teen programs facilitator

Sofia Lilly, teen programs facilitator
Maya Mackey, teen programs facilitator

Roxana Munoz, teen programs facilitator
Stephanie Ponce, teen programs facilitator

Maria Serrano, teen programs facilitator
Annie Sui, teen programs facilitator

Albany Vega, teen programs facilitator 
Natalie Wees, teen programs facilitator

NEW YORK
Judith Powell, executive director

Hollis Heath, teen programs manager
Katie Lee, event programs manager

Katie Pettick Perez, lead teen programs facilitator
Tasha Grant, teen programs facilitator

Brenda Guzman, teen programs facilitator
Blanca Moore, teen programs facilitator

Pricelis Perreaux-Dominguez, teen programs facilitator
Laurel Saito, teen programs facilitator
Laura Weiss, teen programs facilitator



FINANCIALS



Programs

81%
($3,423,615)

Fundraising & 
Development

7%
($312,894)Administrative

12%
($485,556)

EXPENSES 
$4,222,065



Donations

10%
($552,233)

Special Events

20%
($875,769)

Grants

67%
($2,897,310)

Interest & Dividends

3%
($12,860)

INCOME 
$4,338,172



Inspiration Awards

75%
($125,584)

Power Hour

5%
($8,260)

Shine & Dine

20%
($32,860)

IN KIND 
$166,704



THANK YOU


